
 

 

Dear Parents, 

It would be an understatement to say that these times have tested us all, however, we have been so very grateful for 

many messages of support and encouragement you have emailed into school during this time. 

I want to thankyou for acknowledging the amazing work of our teachers and support staff during this time. 

I’m sure that you will continue this support as we transition back into school operations.  

From the beginning of this lockdown, it has been our view that we need to limit the numbers of adults working 

within our school environment.   

I understand that there are a variety of views about covid 19, I’m asking for respect and commitment to the 

decisions we have made in order to keep as many people as we can safe from the awful consequences that are 

possible from contracting the disease. 

While we have been informed that children are not hugely affected by covid 19, and that for many they may appear 

asymptomatic, school is not just a place for children.  We value our staff and we value the adult community that 

keeps us together, and so we also need to put in place measures that protect us and the families that extend beyond 

our own school. 

As such, we will not be allowing parents, community members or other adults on site during Term 2, we will 

review these arrangements as we get further medical advice. 

Of course we understand that school is usually a community hub, a chance to talk with other parents, to allow 

children to play together and to see your teachers.  These, however, are not normal times.  We will plan for 

celebration and events which will bring us all back together when this crisis is over, but for now we want our 

community to be safe and covid free. 

Thankyou for your understanding 

Thankyou for keeping our amazing staff and their extended families as safe as we can 

 

Vicki  

 

  



Staggered Start/Finish Times 

   
Parents who require students to be at school prior to this time MUST enrol their child in the “Before school 

program” at OSCH which will be free until the end of term.  Enrolment must be completed before this service can be 

provided to your family. Please call:  0428 273 547 

Drop off routine - Driving 

Students with surnames beginning with A – L will be required to be dropped off between  

8.45 am – 9.00 am 

 

Students with surnames beginning with M – Z will be required to be dropped off between  

9.00 am – 9.15 am 

 

Drop off routine will be kiss and go.  Parents are to drive around the school oval to the basketball courts, children 

hop out of car on the oval side and then make their way to the crossing point where they will be greeted by teachers 

and told to go straight to class. 

No parent is to park around the oval or in the school car park as all children driven to school will be required to enter 

school through this point.   

Siblings of Kinder/Pre Kinder children 

To reduce drop off times for families we ask that siblings of prekinder/kinder children be walked to the front 

entrance at the appropriate times  either 8.45  or 9.15.   

Drop off routine walking and riding 

Students that are walked to school or who ride bikes to school must now enter through the front entrance.  Parents 

will not be able to enter the school ground.  Drop off for student walking or riding will be between 8.45 am – 9.00 

am regardless of surname. 

 

Drop off point in 

the morning 

Pick up point in 

the afternoon 

We ask that 

parents time 

their arrival for 

the times 

indicated to 

allow for the 

smooth flow of 

traffic.  

 

 

Students walking/ 

riding to school 

enter here. 

Students will not be allowed in the school grounds prior to 8.45 

tel:0428273547


  

School Crossing Stoney Creek Rd – Walking and Riding 

When using the crossing on Stoney Creek Rd, pedestrains and bike riders will be asked to walk/ride in front of the 

school then walk through the teachers car park to the front entrance.  The front gates will be locked until further 

notice. 

Pick Up routine 
Students with surnames beginning with A – L will be picked up between  

3.15 pm – 3.30 pm 

Students with surnames beginning with M – Z will be picked up between 

3.30pm – 3.45 pm 

Once again we ask parents not to park in the car park but to drive around the oval and then exit.  The pick up point 

after school will be the veranda area of the cricket clubrooms.  This way we can ensure the kids are dry should it 

rain. 

 

Siblings Pre Kinder/Kinder  

For the pre kinder 3.45 pickup on Thursday’s, parents can collect siblings from the undercover area of the cricket 

clubrooms on foot then return to the kinder for pickup.  We hope that there will be more parking available as we are 

asking our families to drive through rather than park. 

For the 4.00pm pick up sessions for four year old kinder we ask that you collect siblings from the cricket clubrooms 

between 3.30 – 3.45 then return to the kinder for pickup. 

We hope that our wonderful kinder families remember social distancing restrictions and be role models to our 

community by not congregating outside the pickup points or the kinder. 

Children walking/riding home or to designated point  

We will be sending  out permission forms for walkers and riders to leave without supervision.  These students will be 

leaving at normal school times. 

Early Leavers 

 

 

Social Distancing and Hygiene Procedures for students. 

 

 

Students with complex medical needs 

 

  

Children leaving early for medical appointments. 

Parents must park in the school car park and call the school phone number.  5944 3591 

Children will be escorted out to the car park.   

Parents/carers of students with complex medical needs (including those with compromised immune 
systems), should seek advice from the student’s medical practitioner to support decision-making about 
whether on-site education is suitable, noting that this advice may change depending on the status of the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic in Victoria. This is in line with the DET Health Care Needs policy. 

 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/health/Pages/healthcareneeds.aspx


Social Distancing 
According to the Chief Medical Officer. 

Maintaining a physical distance of 1.5 metres will not always be practical in education settings. Physical 
distancing is most important between adults.  

Schools should consider a variety of strategies to support physical distancing and good hygiene practices to reduce 

the risk of coronavirus (COVID-19) transmission within the practical limitations of a school environment 

For this reason we are requiring all adults other than staff to remain offsite. 

We are encouraging our community to support social distancing requirements by not congregating in the outer areas 

of the school ground also. 

Social distancing for children. 

While the advice to schools is that children do not require the strict social distancing regime of adults, we will, 

however, endeavour to maintain (as practicable) social distancing ideals.  Each year level will remain only in their 

building and will not be going to specialist classes in other areas of the school.  Teaching staff will also be required to 

remain in the section of the school in which they teach, including break times. 

In classrooms we will have allocated seating for students and should small group work require seating on the floor, 

social distancing spots will be placed and students asked to sit on them.  (we will encourage staff to reduce the 

amount of floor time) 

We ask that all students bring their own pencils in their own pencil cases as we wish to reduce the amount of 

shared equipment within the classrooms. 

Teachers will provide individual snap bags of most used equipment which will then, only be used by your child.  

Playground equipment will be in use however the advice regarding hand sanitising before breaks and after breaks 

will be applied.  You may wish to discuss this individually with your own child if you prefer they don’t go on the play 

equipment.  

Prep children will have access to the junior playground and sandpit area.  Years 1 & 2 will have access to the senior 

playground, netball and basketball courts.  The oval will not be in use for break times. 

Parents are asked to consider whether bringing toys and sporting equipment from home is necessary as it is very 

difficult for us to ensure that these won’t be played with by other children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Medical advice 

All staff and children who are unwell MUST remain at home.  

Students who appear unwell at school will be isolated and their 

parents called to collect them. 

 

• Temperature testing will not occur as advised by the education dept.  



Hygiene for students 

As students enter the classroom they will be required to use hand sanitiser which will be dispensed by the teacher at 

the entry point.  The same procedure will occur as students leave the classroom. This will apply for any exit and 

entrance including students who need to go to the toilet during class times. 

Before eating students will be required to sanitise their hands.  Tables will be cleaned prior to eating and during the 

school breaks. 

Children will be taught handwashing routines.  Soap dispensers are available in the toilets. Students going from 

classroom to toilet and back will have their hand sanitised on exit and entry back into the room. 

Pump pack sanitiser will be available for student use in the toilets.  Automatic pumps will be delivered and installed 

in June (due to the supply issues) 

Prep students will be using the normal toilet facilities.  Year 1 /2 students will be using the toilet facilities in the Gym.   

The external drinking taps will not be in use and therefore every children should bring a clearly marked drink bottle 

to school with them.  These will be able to be taken outside during the breaks. 

Increased cleaning provision 

The government is supporting extended cleaning, this involves progressive cleaning throughout the day, with a focus 

on high-touch surfaces. In summary, it includes: 

 

An increase in the frequency of the regular cleaning beyond what is normally required, using detergent/disinfectant 

to wipe areas including, but not limited to: 

• doors (door handles, handrails and guardrails) 

• kitchenettes including sinks 

• drinking troughs and fountains 

• student tables, chairs and lockers 

• electrical fixtures and appliances (switches, printers, photocopiers, fridges etc) 

• bathroom areas 

• classroom waste bins 

• teaching and non-teaching area floors (hard floors and soft floors) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Curriculum provision 

We recognise two important aspects of learning; wellbeing and academic content.  Throughout this pandemic, and 

while the children have been in isolation, we have maintained academic content while trying our best to provide 

time and opportunities for our young people to rest and develop resilience in a world that must be very different for 

them. 

When students return to school, they will once again face an enormous change in their routines and in their 

understanding of what school was and now is.  It is not the same place they left. 

In order to help students with the transition back we will be slowly introducing the routines of old. 

With staggered starts and finishes in the day we understand that we will lose some time that would normally be 

used to develop the academic skills and knowledge for our kids.  On a positive note, the reduced numbers of children 

within the classroom at these times will allow teachers to focus on individual students and how they are coping.   

After discussion with our junior teams we will continue with the learning grids that children have been used to for 

the past 5 weeks.  While this cannot be supported through google meets, this will offer families an opportunity to 

continue the learning from home should they choose. 

In conjunction with the grid activities, we will focus on wellbeing and relationship building, our previous work on 

emotion coaching and mindfulness.  Where the weather permits, time outside will also be incorporated into our 

program. 

 

  



Miscellaneous Questions 

What is the school’s plan to detect any Covid-19 cases before an outbreak? 
The school has no way of determining whether a child or staff member has covid 19 which is why we are relying on 
the community and the teaching staff to remain at home if they feel ill for any reason. 
 
What procedure is in place if a child comes to school with symptoms? 

Staff, children or young people experiencing compatible symptoms with coronavirus (COVID-19), such as fever, 
cough or sore throat, should be isolated in an appropriate space with suitable supervision and collected by a 
parent/carer as soon as possible. 

Where staff, children or a young person are experiencing compatible symptoms with coronavirus (COVID-19), the 
important actions to follow include hand hygiene, physical distance, and where possible, putting on a face mask. 

In the context of schools supporting children with complex health needs, if the care of an unwell child or young 
person is prolonged (for example, because it will take some hours for a parent to collect a child) and maintaining 
distance is not practical when providing direct care, gloves, gown and eye protection could be considered if 
available. 

Face masks should not be used in situations where an individual is unable to safely or practically tolerate a mask (for 
example, a child with complex medical needs including existing respiratory needs, and younger children). 

Urgent medical attention will be sought where indicated. 

It is not suitable for an unwell child or young person to travel home unsupervised. 

Will teachers be wearing a mask whilst teaching? 
Teachers will be able to wear a mask while working if they feel this will protect them but this will not be compulsory. 
 
What is the procedure for teachers to be tested for Covid-19 & how often?  
Staff with, or without, symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) can access the free testing from Wednesday 13 May to 
26 May 2020. This is a voluntary arrangement prior to school starting. 
After this date, teachers will need to follow the directions for all Victorians.  If they are unwell and showing 
symptoms of Covid 19 attend your local GP or testing centre. 
 
What happens if teachers or staff test positive for covid 19? 

DET has procedures in place with the Department of Health and Human Services to manage suspected or confirmed 
cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) in schools.  

If a teacher tests positive to coronavirus (COVID-19), they will be contacted by the clinic they attended and advised 
of what action to take, including any further necessary medical support. 
A Public Health Officer from DHHS will contact the teacher to collect more information and tell them what to do.  
During this time teachers will be required to stay in their home or accommodation until a Public Health Officer 
advises that they can return to normal activities.  
If staff have tested positive to coronavirus (COVID-19), they must advise the school principal. 
 

Will we know which teachers have been tested for Covid-19? 
Under Victorian privacy laws the medical results for any person remain private. 
 
How often will you be discussing Covid-19 to the children?  
It is important to support students to return to normal routine, acknowledging the situation, providing 
developmentally suitable information about what is occurring, as well as providing a safe space for students to raise 
their concerns and feelings. We will not be discussing covid 19 as a class when it is not necessary, our main 
discussion will be around the need to maintain good hygiene and where possible social distancing and why we do 
this. 



 
Winter onset of colds, flu and other viruses could mean a bigger absence from school for the children.  
Will there be a take home pack of work the children can work on if they need a week off school to minimise falling 
further behind in their learning? 
While the curriculum remains consistent from home to school……..that is all students working from the home 
learning grids both at school and if at home, then parents will be able to provide the same learning from home.  
Provision of learning material beyond this will be on an individual basis. 
 
Will OSHClub be operating to support before and after school care?                                                                                               
Yes. OSHClub will operate as normal.  Until the end of Term 2 (or otherwise determined by the government) OSCH 
services will be provided for free.  Enrolment conditions will need to be met with documentation provided to OSCH 
prior to bookings.  Call OSCH on:  0428 273 547 
 
Will children be able to bring birthday cakes and lollies to school? 

No. Nor will we allow presents to be exchanged within the classroom. 

 

Will there be lunch orders? 

Not during the rest of Term 2, this will be reviewed for Term 3. 

 

 

  

tel:0428273547


Safe return to school: Quick guide 

 

 

 

  
 
 

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Student free 
day

Monday 25th 
May

Return to 
school P - 2

Tuesday, 26th 
May

Return to school 
3- 6

Tuesday, 9th 
June

End of Term 2

Friday, 26th June

DO NOT come to school if you are unwell 

• Fever • chills • sore 
throat 

• cough • runny 
nose   

 

   Stay Healthy 

Check child’s 

health each 

morning 

.befschool 

Water bottles 

Don’t forget to 

pack your water 

bottle. 

Drop off / Pick up 

Parents stay in 

cars  

 

Parents on site 

Parents will not 

be allowed onsite 

during Term 2. 

Playgrounds 

No children will 

be allowed in the 

playground 

before 8.45am or 

after 3.45 pm. 

OSHCLUB 

services are 

available before 

and after school. 

 

Ill Children 

If your child 

becomes ill at 

school you will be 

called and 

expected to 

come and collect 

them. 

 

Queries 

Parents will need 

to phone school  

59443591 

for answers to all 

queries. 

 

 

Hygiene 

Handwashing and 

hygiene practices 

will be strongly 

encouraged at 

school. 

Hand sanitiser is 

available in every 

classroom. 

 

 

 

RESPECT 

Please respect our decisions. 

The safety of our community is very 

important to us. 

 

Social Distancing 

No Assemblies 

during Term 2. 

Will apply to the 

adults on site. 

 

 

Birthday 

Celebrations 

No cakes, lollies 

or presents will 

be exchanged at 

school. 


