
Stoney Creek Road,   
Upper Beaconsfield  3808 
 

Tel:   5944 3591  
Fax:  5944 3506 
 

Website: 
www.bups.vic.edu.au   
 

Email: 
beaconsfield.upper.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
 

Principal: 
Vicki Miles 
 
 

Assistant Principal: 
Kellie Backman 
 
 

After School Care 
OSHClub 
Hours 6:45am - 6:30pm 
Tel: 0428 273 547 
 

Newsletter Advertising: 
Kathryn Smith 
Tel: 5944 3591 
 

School Policies can be found on our 
website or obtained from the Office. 

“Respect , Persistence, Confidence, Organisation, Excellence & Team Work”  Strategic Plan 2006-2009 

 
. 

 

 

 

BUPS NEWSLETTER 
“Respect , Persistence, Confidence, Organisation, Excellence & Team Work”  BUPS Strategic Plan  

 Tuesday 22nd March, 2022    No 8 

Important Dates 

 
 
Neurodiversity 
This week we have enjoyed our first event organised by the parent inclusion group.  Not only was it great to see the 
students engaged in the painting of the rocks, but more importantly they began to recognise very well known people in 
our world that are neuro diverse. Did you know that Billie Eilish was diagnosed with Tourette’s as a child, Jennifer  
Aniston has dyslexia but was not diagnosed until her early 20’s, or that Bill Gates has dyslexia and didn’t finish his  
honorary degree until 30 years after he left Harvard University. 
 

We’re still wearing masks!  
While we understand that the decision to relax rules on mask wearing in many indoor venues was one that was a relief 
to many as we try to return to a (Covid) normal existence, schools are still deemed one of the more susceptible  
environments, so if our students in grades 3 - 6 and all the staff can manage it, we know our parents and carers can 
slip on a mask when attending the office. 
 

Harmony Day celebration at BUPS (this coming) Friday of March. The theme is 'Everyone belongs'.  Considering 
world events, we really should have some positive things to focus on. 
The day will be recognised at assembly and all students and staff are encouraged to wear some orange on the day.  It 
could be a ribbon, a scarf, a decorated hat …. I'm sure the creative souls will think of other things to. 
www.harmony.gov.au 
 

Our amazing kids 
It has been nice to be able to spend some time in classrooms now that our review process is over.  I have been 
amazed at the student’s enthusiasm for learning and their understanding of their individual goals and how to achieve 
them. 
The students are becoming very competent and enthusiastic writers, and their pieces are simply amazing.  In the next 
few newsletters we will include some examples.  Yesterday I had four Prep students visit at different times of the day to 
read me their new home readers.  WOW!  They used many early reading strategies, such as using the picture, sight 
words and sounding out, and they were very proud of themselves! 
 

Rapid Antigen Tests  
Each child is strongly encouraged to take two tests at home per week. Ideally the tests would be done on a Monday 
morning and then a Wednesday night. This monitoring will assist with tracking and controlling COVID. If your child tests 
positive please alert the school so we can alert the class/es that there has been a positive case, and mark their  
absence accordingly. 

Wednesday 23rd March National Young Leaders day - School Captains 

Friday 25th March National Ride 2 School day 
Earth Hour 

Monday 28th March Regional Swimming MSAC 

Tuesday 29th March School Photos 
Parent Teacher Interviews 3:45pm-7pm 

Wednesday 30th March PFA Pizza day for lunch 

Thursday 31st March Parent Teacher Interviews 3:45pm-5pm 

Friday 1st April Grade 5/6 Lightning Prem  

Thursday 7th April Division Tennis Finals 

Friday 8th April Last day of Term 1 school finishes at 2:30pm 

Tuesday 26th April First day of Term 2 - school resumes 9am 

Thursday 28th April House Cross Country 

Friday 6th May District Cross Country 

Tuesday 10th May Grade 1/2 Ecolinc excursion 

Tuesday 24th May Grade 1/2 Ecolinc excursion 

Wednesday 1st June Division Cross Country - Toomuc Reserve Pakenham 

http://www.harmony.gov.au/


Staff Interview with…...Mel Borg 
Q1. What is your favourite year level to teach? 
This is a toughy! I have to say I love every year level 
I’ve taught. 
 

Q2. What is the best thing about BUPS? 
The gorgeous students. They know how to warm my 
heart and bring a smile to my face! 
 

Q3. What was your dream job when you were a kid? 
I really wanted to be supergirl. I was obsessed! 
 

Q4. How long have you worked at BUPS? 
I have been at BUPS for 6.5 years! 
 

Q5. Do you have any siblings? 
I have two brothers. Jayson (my older brother) and  
Anthony (my younger brother). I also have two step  
sisters and a step brother. 
 
 

Staff Interview with…...Brearn Ricciuti 
Q1. What was your first job before being a helper? 
Before working at BUPS I worked for one of the big 
banks. I worked in the call centre helping customers over 
the phone. 
 

Q2. What is the best about BUPS? 
The students of course! I love seeing all the students 
smiling faces. I also love BUPS because of the  
wonderful staff I get to work with, and learn from. 
 

Q3. How many years have you been working for the 
school? 
I have worked at BUPS for four years. 
 

Q4. Do you have any brothers or sisters? 
I have two older sisters. I love being the youngest in the 
family. 
 

Q5. What colour house are you in? 
I don’t have a house colour, I go into the house where 
some extra help is needed. When I was at school I was in 
blue house, so I secretly go for blue :) Thankyou for the 
questions Giulia! 

Student Requisites 
A reminder to families who are yet to pay their 2022 contributions that payment may be made at any time via the QKR app, or by 
credit card at the office. These funds are vital in allowing us to continue with the high quality programs we run at BUPS.  
School Council have set the Student Requisite amount for 2022 at $200 per student. 
Per-family amounts of $50 for Library/ICT and $30 for Grounds Maintenance are also requested. 
Please remember that any contributions to the Library Fund are tax deductable. 

 
Child Safe Standards 
Child Safe Standards across all schools, are a part of the Victorian Government’s response to the recommendations of 
the 2012 Betrayal of Trust Report, which found that more must be done to prevent and respond to child abuse. The 
Child Safe Standards set out to create safe places for children to fully and actively participate in the life of the  
community benefiting everyone. Beaconsfield Upper Primary School will ensure that the children in its care are  
protected to the best of its ability and in line with the compulsory Child Safe Standards. School Council has endorsed a 
range of policies and procedures that comply with the Child Safe Standards requirements. 
  
The 7 Child Safe Standards that have been implemented are:  
 

1. Strategies to embed a culture of child safety, through effective leadership measures. 
2. A Child Safe Policy.  
3. A Code of Conduct establishing clear expectations for appropriate behaviour with children.  
4. Screening, supervision, training and other resource practices that reduce the risk of child abuse by new and existing 
personnel.  
5. Processes for responding to and reporting suspected child abuse.  
6. Strategies to identify and reduce or remove risks of child abuse.  
7. Strategies to promote the participation and empowerment of children.  
 

Our Child Safe Policy can be found on our BUPS website, for your information:  
 

Vicki Miles 

Our chickens have been busy laying and we have quite a few 
dozen eggs for sale for $4 each dozen.  Please come and see 
Sarah or Kathryn in the office if you wish to purchase some. 



 

 

Reading - it has been very pleasing to see students enthusiasm for reading continue to grow. It is very important for students to 
read aloud at home to a family member, this helps students work on many reading skills including fluency and expression.  
Student’s individual reading goals have been sent home this week, it would be highly beneficial to go through students goals with 
your child.  It is also beneficial for students to listen to a family member reading aloud so they can hear how others change their 
voice, tone and pace according to the text they are reading. 
In Maths, students have been learning about place value. Students have explored the different value of numbers in the ones, tens, 
hundreds and thousands place. Students have been using unifix, bundles and MAB to record and make these numbers.  
As a school we are celebrating Neurodiversity week, each class will have a session to paint rocks that represents their brain and 
how everyone is different. A big thank you to all the parents that have volunteered their time to help. 
 

Grade 1/2 Team 
Tim Andrews, Carla Bate, Clare Johnson, Georgi Lovelace, Naomi Whalan 

The students in year 3/4 have really settled into our class routines now and we are so impressed by their ability to work  
independently, especially in writing where they are responsible for keeping on track with each step of the writing process, taking 
on feedback and working towards their personal writing goals. 
This week students will receive their individual goals to work towards in reading. As a cohort we are focusing on inferences in 
reading, so there will be an inferring goal at each child’s point of need, along with a second reading goal. These are determined 
through our one-on-one reading assessments from the past few weeks. The goals will be sent home with a parents guide to  
supporting reading at home, so that you can help your child towards their goals when discussing reading at home.  
In maths this week we will be assessing students’ learning growth in place value, through small group tasks and observing the  
students’ understanding of numbers. They have also been demonstrating what they have learned about location by creating  
directions for robots and classmates to follow, as well as creating their own treasure island grid maps, with co-ordinates, a key and 
directions. We are exploring symmetry and transformation (reflection translation and rotation) of shapes also.  
It is wonderful hearing about students’ experiences on the weekends, both at home and when they’re out exploring and  
adventuring. You can help remind your children to collect items, pictures and drawings/words that they could use as writing ideas, 
and bring them in to school for their ideas book or to share with their classmates.  
Have a great week! 
Lauren, Jane, Adele, Matt, Hayley and Mel 

MIDDLE SCHOOL MADNESS 

Prep Power 
Can you believe the Preps have been at school for over 30 days now! Something that helps us 
with practicing our counting is keeping track and counting the number of days we have been 
at school, something that we must do each morning before we start our day. The Prep’s never 
let the teachers forget! 
This week your child will be receiving another set of the SPELD Phonic take-home readers. 
This is the last set for the term and this set will have the remaining few letters we are going to 
learn in the last few weeks of school. We encourage all families to continue to read these 
books as it is a great way to practice and revise all the sounds, we have learnt so far.  
In Maths over the last few weeks, we have continued to practice one-to-one counting. We 
have also started learning about patterns. Students have been continuing and creating their 
own repeating patterns and exploring the patterns in our environment. Something that they 
have enjoyed very much.  
Just another reminder that if you haven’t bought your child’s fire clothes in can you please 
give them to your child’s classroom teacher.  
 

Thanks Alex Gawley, Hayley, Brockwell & Rachel Zerner.  

What a term it has been so far in 5/6, time flies when you’re having fun.  
In what seems like a blink of an eye, interschool sport has finished for our summer sports. Last Friday we travelled to Orchard 
Park for our final game, and it was great to see all students actively participating in their sports with a huge smile on their faces. 
We are now looking forward to Lightning Prem which takes place next Friday the 1st of April.  
This week we will be receiving our Reading Goals for Term 1. Our focus moving forward will be summarising key facts and  
information from the text, and using facts, feelings and emotions to infer the character traits of characters in the books which we 
are reading.  
Last week in Maths we have continued our understanding of place value, with a focus around decimal language and where we 
might use decimals in the real world. Students have been measuring both distance and time to determine and order the values 
which they record. This week is Harmony Week, and we will be celebrating our diverse country by completing a range of  
activities including dressing up in orange on Friday. Congratulations to all students who competed at Division Swimming and 
fishy wishes to those who have made it to Regionals and will compete next Monday.  
Bec, Ben, Karine and Paul.  



 

Week ending 18th March, 2022 

 

GRADE STUDENT/S 

  

GRADE STUDENT/S 

0B 

Angus H 
For being a 5 star listener and always 
having a go with every activity. Well done 
Angus, keep up the great work! 

  

0G 

Ezra D 
For having a happy and enthusiastic 
attitude towards all aspects of his 
learning.  Keep up the amazing work 
Ezra! 

0Z 

Logan B 
For being such a kind and respectful 
member of Prep Z. Way to go, Logan! 

 

12A  

Hugo F 
For trying your best in all areas of your 
work, you should be proud of how hard 
you have been working. Keep up all 
the great work you SUPERSTAR. 

12B 

Bobby G  
Bobby, I love the way you are so  
focussed on your learning. I think it’s  
fabulous the way you listen to feedback 
and apply it. You always work hard to 
bump yourself up to the next level. Keep 
it up, Bobby!  

  

12J 

Austin R 
For using picture clues to make good 
inferences about the text to support his 
thinking. Great reading strategy Austin!  

12L 

Oscar H 
For consistently sharing ideas during 
whole class and small group discussions. 
You do amazing thinking deeply about 
your response. Keep it up, Oscar! 

 

12W 

Amelia A 
For always showing great kindness 
toward her peers. You are so  
thoughtful, caring and respectful in all 
that you do. What incredible personal 
qualities to have, Amelia! 

34B 

Demi P  
For always trying your best in everything 
that you do. I love that you are always 
focused during our learning sessions and 
you show kindness to all. Keep being 
you! 

 

34G 

Jenson P 
For making well thought out  
contributions to class discussions, 
reading with fluency and inferring the 
meaning of tricky words. 

34P 

Jordi D 
You approach all your work with a  
positive attitude and put an enormous 
amount of care and thought into your 
work. Keep up the awesome work. 

 

34S 

Owen S 
For his outstanding effort in writing. 
Owen, you have done an amazing job 
editing the organisation of your writing 
piece. Your paragraphs provide extra 
detail and all focus on one topic. Keep 
up the great work!  

34W 

Audrey G 
For a wonderful week of learning, Audrey. 
You have demonstrated resilience and 
participated enthusiastically in all  
activities. We love seeing you walk in with 
a smile each day, and sharing your 
thoughts with the class. 

 

56H 

Holly G 
For always having a smile on your face 
and giving every new challenge in our 
classroom a go.  

56L 

Emily M 
For a great start with your writing this 
year. You are doing a great job with  
including a variety of sentence types and 
using interesting word choices that help 
to create images in the reader's mind.  

 

56M 

Brianna W 
For sharing your thoughts and opinions 
with the grade during our mini lessons. 
We love hearing what you have to say. 

56T 

Liam P 
For being such a positive and  
enthusiastic learner. You actively work 
towards your learning goals with focus 
and drive. 

 

STEM 

Lucinda N 
For her terrific concentration and  
teamwork during STEM this week. You 
tried new things and weren’t afraid to 
have a go! 



SICK BAY ROSTER 
Thank you to the Brandenberger family who will be 
washing the sheets in sick bay this week. 

NOTICES SENT HOME RECENTLY: 
 

PFA Pizza day - due back by Wednesday 23rd March 
PFA Easter Raffle colouring competition  

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications  
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover 
the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities.  
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans 
Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession 
Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also 
a special consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee families.  
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. 
Payments are made direct to the school to use towards expenses relating 
to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child.  
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to 
complete an application form this year, unless there has been a change in 
your family circumstances.  
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school 
office either in person or phone 5944 3591 and ask for an application 
form. You can also download the form, and find out more about the  
program and eligibility, on the Department of Education and Training’s 
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page.  
Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return  
completed forms to the school office by 31st March, 2022.  

Hello Everyone  
There are only 2 more Icy poles Friday’s for the 
term so don’t forget to bring along 50c on Friday 
if you would like to buy one before they  
disappear in Term 2.  
 

Wednesday is your last chance to get your pizza 
orders in please remember no late orders will be 
accepted. 
 

We hope all our master artists are busy working on 
their Easter Colouring competition sheets remember 
there is 2 prizes per class !!! 
 

EASTER RAFFLE tickets are now available on Qkr! We have 
3 amazing Cadbury hampers to win, plus 1st prize includes a 
family pass to Moonlit Sanctuary to use over the holidays. 
 
Kristy Walters - PFA President  

Conveyance Allowance 
Parents who live 4.8km’s or more from the nearest Public School 
Ground may be  eligible to claim conveyance allowance from the depart-
ment for travel  
expenses. If you fall into this category please contact the office prior to 
Friday 11th March to either: check your details if you have had a claim in 
previous years, OR fill out a form if you are new to the school. 

Walk to School Fridays 
Every Friday at 8:30am some of our teachers meet at the Upper  
Beaconsfield Pharmacy to walk to school. This is a great way to 
keep active and start the day.  
Please come along and join them, the more the merrier! 

Communication with school staff. 
At BUPS we have different communication methods which assist us in keeping you informed about school including: Emails, 
webpage, Sentral, Newsletter and Bulletins and notes home. 
We also know that there are times when you wish to contact us.  Parents are also able to phone and leave a message for staff to 
 return their calls or to make an appointment to see your child’s teacher. (Please remember all teachers attend meetings on Tuesday/
Thursdays from 3.45 – 5.00pm) 
Finally we know that many parents use email to contact staff.  I want to reiterate however that our staff will not answer emails after 
5.30pm. 
Please be mindful that our staff too have lives outside of work, and have families that need them. We aim to respond within 48 hrs, 
If you require information before this time then a phone call to school would be the best option. 

Neurodiversity Celebration Week March 21-27 
 

Diversity and Inclusion Support Committee (DISC) 
 

You may be wondering why there are celebrity faces posted around the 

school this week? If you take a closer look they all have something in 

common… Each of them has had to navigate a neurological  

challenge along the road to achieving their success. This goes to show 

that with the right support we are all capable of greatness!  

At BUPS we are celebrating Neurodiversity Week and the unique way 

each and every one of our brains work! This week students will have an 

opportunity to participate in a whole school art collaboration, where 

they will be asked to paint a rock to represent their brain and express 

their individuality.   

With thanks to the PFA and Upper Beaconsfield General Store for their 

donations of art materials and rocks, as well as the Student Wellbeing, 

Community Engagement and Environment teacher working groups, the 

art work will be installed in the garden (location TBA) for all to enjoy in the 

coming weeks!  

 

We’d love to hear your ideas and welcome any new members! Please reach out to us at  

diversityandinclusionbups@gmail.com 

School Photos Tuesday 29th March 
The individual student codes have been handed out. Family photos must be ordered by midnight Monday 28th March., the family 
code went out with the eldest child. You may order individual photos up to one week after photos have been taken.  If you haven’t 
received your child’s student code please call the office.  

mailto:diversityandinclusionbups@gmail.com


Friday the 18th of March was the National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence. It is important for schools and  
communities to be aware of the definition of bullying as it can sometimes be a term that is used too often and in circumstances that 
may not be defined as bullying. This can have serious implications for all involved, including the accused person/s. The Australian 
definition of bullying is: 
 
…an ongoing misuse of power in relationships through repeated verbal, physical and/or social behaviour that causes physical and/or 
psychological harm. It can involve an individual or a group misusing their power over one or more persons. Bullying can happen in 
person or online, and it can be obvious (overt) or hidden (covert). 
 
It is important to note the word ‘repeated’ in this definition as one event or disagreement is not actually bullying. Yes, it is unkind 
and a matter to be dealt with, but it is not bullying. We should also note the issue of power in these situations. A one off or  
occasional disagreement between peers, or equals, is an unfortunate event but not something we can define as bullying.  
At BUPS, we encourage kindness in all our interactions and on the national day of action, teachers used quality literature as a  
starting point for conversations about bullying at school. We want to ensure all of our students feel safe and supported at school. 
The national day of action is an opportunity to stop and talk with students about what it means to be kind to one another, how we 
can resolve conflicts respectfully and when we need to seek support.  
If you would like to know more, or for a list of great picture books and resources, please visit the website for the National Day of 
action against bullying and violence at:  
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/preventing-bullying/national-day-of-action-against-bullying-and-violence 


